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POLICY ON ONLINE EDUCATION

WHEREAS online education has been shown to positively affect learning at
post-secondary institutions while simultaneously garnering significant support
from students;’

WHEREAS Mount Allison students have long enjoyed the benefits of online
courses for their flexibility, accessibility, quality and content diversity;

WHEREAS the external review summary of the Continuous Learning department
attested to the high value of online courses to Mount Allison, and further argued
against the dismantling of the department itself;?

WHEREAS the correspondence course program, supported by the
correspondence course payment method as defined in the PT Collective
Agreement, offered a way in which online courses could be consistently offered
to students;®

WHEREAS Mount Allison students have rigorously and passionately defended
these courses at every turn for their benefit to the community;

WHEREAS online courses are especially critical to students with physical
disabilities, students with mental iliness or health challenges, student athletes,
mature students, and part-time students;

WHEREAS similar competitor universities in the region offer a diverse and deep
pool of online courses, including Maple League institutions;
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT the MASU advocates for a diverse and deep pool of
online courses offered through Mount Allison during all terms, including Fall and
Winter;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the MASU supports the use of the
correspondence course payment method as one way to increase courses;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the MASU recommends the pursuit of
partnerships with other post-secondary institutions, including those of the Maple
League, in consolidating resources towards a shared set of online courses; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the MASU endorses the exploration of hybrid
courses at Mount Alison, but not as a replacement for wholly online courses.



